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Police  Juries 
Urged  to  Act  on 
Deer  Seasons 


Only  a  Few  Parish 
Bodies  Have  Taken 
Action  on  Matter  Thus  Far 


Governor  Purchases  First  Two 
Dollar  Resident  Hunting-  License 


Louisiana  Police  Juries  were 
given  the  authority  by  Act  284 
of  the  1946  Legislature  to  set  the 
dates  lor  hunting  deer  in  their  re- 
spective parishes,  with  certain  lim- 
itations, but  thus  far  only  a  small 
number  of  parish  bodies  have  tak- 
en such  action,  according  to  rec- 
ords in  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department. 

Under  the  new  Act  the  deer 
season  must  be  between  November 
1st  and  January  10th,  and  cannot 
exceed    a    maximum    of    45    days. 

A  condensed  compilation  of 
hunting  regulations  for  both 
resident  and  migratory  game 
showing  opening  and  closing 
dates  and  bag  limits  appears  on 
page   8. 


Hunting   Season 
Gets  Under  Way 
Tuesday,   October   1 


Will  Be  Legal   To 
Shoot  Rabbits,  Squirrels 
And  Doves  on  That  Date 


That  means  the  sea..on  cannot  be- 
gin before  November  1st  and  must 
end  not  later  than  January  10th. 
Some  police  juries  have  set  dates 
exceeding  45  aays  and  have  been 
advised  to  loop  off  a  few  days  to 
make  it  not  to  exceed  the  maxi- 
mum of  45  days. 

Police  Juries  need  not  obtain 
approval  from  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  to  set  the 
deer  season  of  45  days  provided 
the  dates  are  between  November 
1st  and  January  10th. 

However,  where  a  Police  Jury 
decides  to  close  or  curtail  the 
season  on  any  species  of  resident 
game,  the  law  provides  that  it  must 
first  secure  the  approval  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries,  and  after  this  approval, 
they  are  required  to  pass  an  ordi- 
(Continued  on  Page  4,  Column  1) 


Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davis  purchases  the  number  one  resident  hunt- 
ing license  for  the  1946-47  hunting  season  from  Miss  Vera  I.  Butler, 
supervisor  of  licenses-taxes  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department. 
The  license  cost  the  Governor  two  dollars  under  the  provisions  of  a  new 
Act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  which  was  sponsored 
by  A.  C.  Glassell,  past  president  of  Ducks  Unlimited  and  Ralph  Nichol- 
son, Louisiana  chairman  for  DU.  The  extra  dollar  is  dedicated  for  specific 
purposes,  fifty  per  cent  for  the  purchase,  construction  and  maintenance 
of  public  shooting  grounds;  twenty-five  percent  for  predatory  control 
and    twenty-five    percent    for    replenishment    of    migratory    waterfowl. 


Louisiana's  hunting  season  offi- 
cially gets  under  way  Tuesday, 
October  1st,  when  it  becomes  legal 
to  shoot  rabbits,  squirrels,  chip- 
munks and  doves.  Hunting  licenses 
are  on  sale  throughout  the  state 
and  early  reports  from  sheriffs'  of- 
fices   indicates    early    brisk    sales. 

For  the  first  time  Louisiana 
nimrods  are  paying  two  dollars  for 
their  hunting  licenses  this  year, 
instead  of  one  dollar  the  license 
has  cost  them  in  previous  years. 
The   extra   dollar  is  dedicated   for 


A  table  showing  one-half 
hour  before  sunrise  and  sunset 
in  various  sections  of  the  state 
for  the  benefit  of  duck  hunters 
will  be  published  in  the  October 
issue.      Watch    for    it. 


Rewards  for  Conservation  Education 


All  Expense  Trip  to  State  Fair 
Offered  Junior  Wildlife  Club  Members 


Members  of  Junior  Wildlife -1 
Clubs  throughout  Louisiana  will 
participate  in  an  educational  con- 
servation contest  and  the  winners 
from  each  club  will  be  awarded 
an  all-expense  paid  trip  to  the 
Louisiana  State  Fair  Grounds  at 
Shreveport.  Details  of  this  pro- 
gram were  announced  this  week 
by  Isaac  Chapman,  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Education  and  Pub- 
licity and  Walter  L.  Rather,  su- 
pervisor of  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs. 
The  Wildlife  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment is  the  sponsor  of  Junior 
Wildlife  Clubs  and  up  to  this  time 


there  are  thirteen  such  clubs  in 
the  State,  with  a  total  member- 
ship of  over  500  boys. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  W. 
R.  Hirsch,  secretary-manager  of 
the  Louisiana  State  Fair,  the  win- 
ning "champions"  from  each  club, 
will  be  guests  of  the  State  Fair 
for  one  day,  and  will  be  enter- 
tained by  the  Fair  management 
with  a  luncheon  given  in  their 
honor.  They  will  be  provided  free 
transportation    from    their    homes 

(Continued  on  Page  3,  Column  1) 


some  very  good  purposes.  One- 
half  of  that  extra  dollar  is  to  go 
into  a  special  fund  to  be  used  for 
the  purchase,  construction  and 
maintenance  of  public  shooting 
grounds  in  the  State.  One-fourth 
will  be  used  for  predatory  control, 
and  one-fourth  for  the  replenish- 
in  e  n  t  of  migratory  waterfowl 
through  Ducks  Unlimited. 

The  season  on  Rails  and  Galli- 
nules  opened  September  15th  but 
very  few  nimrods  took  to  the  field 
for  this  game,  according  to  early 
reports.  Action  is  expected  to 
start  October  1st  and  will  continue 
from  then  on  through  the  rest  of 
the  hunting  season. 

The  first  half  of  a  split  season 
on  Doves  starts  October  1st  and 
runs  for  15  days  through  October 
15th.  The  second  half  of  the  split 
(Continued  on  Page  3,  Column  4) 
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Northwest  La.  Commission  Starts  Work 

New  Regulations  Provided  for  Hunting  On 
Black,  Saline  and  Clear  Lakes 


New  regulations  for  hunting-  on.J.~^ 


Black,  Saline  and  Clear  Lakes  in 
Natchitoches  and  Winn  parishes 
which  comprise  the  Northwest 
Louisiana  Fish  and  Game  Preserve 
will  be  in  effect  this  year  as  the 
newly  created  Commission  author- 
ized by  a  special  act  of  the  1946 
Legislature  has  begun  functioning 
and  has  authority  under  the  law 
to  set  up  rules  and  regulations 
for  hunting  and  fishing  on  these 
lakes. 

The  Commission  of  three  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Davis  from 
a  list  of  names  submitted  by 
sportsmen  of  Natchitoches  and 
Winn  parishes.  Named  by  the 
Governor  were  Dr.  W.  H.  Pierson 
of  Natchitoches,  who  was  elected 
chairman  at  the  organization  meet- 
ing of  the  Commission;  E.  J. 
Byrnes  of  Winnfield,  named  vice- 
chairman,  and  Crawford  Young  of 
Campti,  named  secretary-treas- 
urer. The  members  of  the  Com- 
mission do  not  receive  any  salary. 
Funds  received  by  the  Commission 
are  to  be  used  to  improve  condi- 
tions on  the  lakes  in  the  Preserve. 

Under  the  law  the  Commission 
is  empowered  with  authority  to 
makes  rules  and  regulations  for 
hunting  and  fishing  on  the  Pre- 
serve, which  must  first  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department.  At  their  first 
meeting,  the  Commission  adopted 
a  set  of  rules  governing  duck 
hunting  this  year,  which  have  been 
approved,  and  are  now  in  effect. 

Persons  erecting  duck  blinds, 
stands  or  other  devices  for  duck 
shooting  either  on  Black,  Clear  or 
Saline  Lakes  within  the  limits  of 
the  Northwest  Louisiana  Fish  and 
Game    Presej've    are    required    to 


obtain  a  permit  from  the  Commis- 
sion. Applications  for  permit  must 
be  made  in  writing  to  any  member 
of  the  Commission  and  must  state 
where  the  duck  blind  is  to  be 
located. 

No  duck  blind  or  stand  will  be 
permitted  within  250  yards  of  a 
previously  established  blind  or 
stand.  No  individual  can  have  per- 
mits issued  to  him  for  two  or  more 
blinds  unless  they  are  located 
more  than  two   air-miles  apart. 

A  commercial  camp  operator 
may  obtain  permits  for  as  many 
as  five  blinds  to  be  rented  out. 
Cost  of  an  individual  permit  is 
$5  and  the  fee  for  a  commercial 
blind  is  $10. 

Another  important  regulation 
adopted  by  the  Commission  pro- 
vides that  duck  hunting  within 
the  limits  of  the  Northwest  Loui- 
siana Fish  and  Game  Preserve 
must  cease  at  2 :00  p.  m.,  each 
day  dui'ing  the  duck  hunting  sea- 
son. 

Fines  of  from  $5  to  $50  for 
the  first  offense;  from  $25  to  $100 
for  the  second  offense  and  from 
$50  to  $200  for  the  third  offense 
and  jail  sentences  from  .30  days 
to  90  days  are  provided  for  in 
the  ordinance  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mission for  persons  violating  any 
of  these  regulations. 

W.  W.  Wells,  acting  director  of 
the  Louisiana  State  Parks  Com- 
mission, will  attend  the  national 
conference  of  state  parks  to  be 
held  at  Los  Angeles  beginning 
September  22nd.  Feature  of  the 
10-day  conference  will  be  the 
Pacific  Coast  pilgi-image  of  state 
parks   in   California   and   Oregon. 


Name  Members  of 
Bayou  Pierre  State 
Game,  Fish  Preserve 


The  Bayou  Pierre  State  Game 
and  Pish  Preserve  composed  of 
nine  members  was  appointed  by 
the  DeSoto  Parish  Police  Jury  at 
a  recent  meeting  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  approved  by  Commis- 
sioner Luther  S.  Montgomery  of 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment as  required  by  Act  382 
of  1946  which  set  up  the  new 
commission. 

The  nine  members  of  the  Com- 
mission were  appointed  for  stag- 
gering terms  of  two,  four  and  six 
years.  Appointed  for  two  year 
terms  were  William  G.  Wemple, 
Mansfield,  J.  A.  H.  Slawson,  Mans- 
field and  John  C.  Griffith,  Grand 
Cane. 

Appointed  for  four  year  terms 
were  Horace  L.  Wiggins,  C.  V. 
Laffitte  and  W.  R.  McCrocklin, 
Jr.,   all  of  Mansfield. 

Appointed  for  six  year  terms 
were  Dr.  W.  B.  Hewitt,  Goodwyn 
H.  Harris  and  J.  Paul  Culpepper, 
all   of  Mansfield. 

Following  their  appointment  the 
new  Commission  held  its  first 
meeting  and  elected  the  following 
officers: 

Goodwyn  H.  Harris,  Jr.,  chair- 
man; J.  Paul  Culpepper,  Vice- 
chairman,  and  J.  A.  H.  Slawson, 
secretary-treasurer. 


NEW  SPORTSMAN  CLUB 
ORGANIZED   IN   STATE 

The  newest  sportsman  club  to 
be  organized  in  Louisiana  is  the 
North  Tangipahoa  Parish  Sports- 
men's League  which  was  organized 
recently  at  Kentwood. 

Officers  elected  were  W.  J. 
Burris,  president;  F.   C.  Schilling, 
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vice-president,  and  D.  A.  Dean, 
secretary-treasurer,  all  of  Kent- 
wood.  Named  to  the  board  of 
directors  were  A.  L.  Blades,  Sunny 
Hill;  W.  B.  Bridges,  Tangipahoa; 
H.  H.  Morgan,  RPD,  Osyka,  Miss.; 
J.  C.  Holmes,  Kentwood;  R.  A. 
Pittman,  Spring  Creek,  and  Quen- 
non   D.   Swearungen,   Kentwood. 

CADDO  PARISH  SPORTSMEN 
HOLD  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Tlie  Caddo  Parish  Wildlife  Fed- 
eration held  its  annual  meeting 
and  fish  fry  Friday  night,  Septem- 
ber 6th.  Principal  speakers  were 
Luther  S.  Montgomery,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries Department  and  Sumpter 
Cousin,  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation.  Several  hun- 
dred people  were  in  attendance. 
The  gathering  was  presided  over 
by  Harry  Hickman,  president  of 
the  Caddo  Parish  sportsman's 
group. 
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Wildlife  Club 
Members  to  Get 
State  Fair  Trip 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
to  Shi-eveport  and  back,  and  while 
at  the  Fail-  Grounds  will  be  pro- 
vided with  courtesies  to  the  mid- 
way and  rides  and  to  the  gala 
grandstand  show. 

The  contest  opens  September  20 
and  ends  October  15th.  Each  mem- 
ber of  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs  are 
asked  to  write  from  500  to  1,000 
words  on  any  of  four  subjects  cxs 
follows : 

(1)  Wildlife  Conservation  in 
Louisiana;  (2)  Conservation  of 
Fish  in  Louisiana;  (3)  Conserva- 
tion of  birds  in  Louisiana;  (4) 
Conservation  of  animals. 

The  selection  of  the  best  writ- 
ing will  be  based  on  (1)  knowl- 
edge of  subject;  (2)  soundness  of 
ideas;  (3)  method  of  presentation ; 
(4)  sincerity  of  writer;  (5)  Origi- 
nality. 

The  three  best  entries  from  each 
club  will  be  selected  locally  in  each 
community  by  a  group  of  judges 
composed  of  the  counselor  of  the 
club,  senior  advisers,  school  prin- 
cipal and  teachers.  These  three 
best  entries  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Division  of  Education  and 
Publicity  of  the  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries Department,  126  Civil  Courts 
Bldg.,  New  Orleans,  who  will  then 
make  selection  of  the  first,  second 
and  third  place  winners  for  each 
club. 

The  first  place  winner  for  each 
club  will  be  awarded  the  free 
expense-paid  trip  to  the  State 
Fair.  Appropriate  other  awards 
will  be  given  to  the  second  and 
third  place  winners  from  each 
club. 

From  the  first  place  winners  of 
each  club,  will  be  selected  a  "state 
champion"  who  will  be  given  an 
extra  award. 

Tlie  first  place  winners  from 
each  club  will  leave  their  homes 
early  Friday  morning,  October 
25th,  arriving  in  Shreveport  some- 
time in  the  afternoon  that  day. 
They  will  spend  the  rest  of  the 
day  and  evening  at  the  Fair 
Grounds  as  guests  of  the  State 
Fair  management  taking  in  the 
various  educational  exhibits,  visit- 
ing the  gladway  and  on  Friday 
night  will  be  guests  of  the  State 
Fair  at  the  gala  night  grandstand 
show.  They  will  spend  Friday 
night  in  Shreveport  as  guests  of 
the  Caddo  Parish  Wildlife  Fed- 
eration. 

Saturday  morning-  they  will  re- 
turn to  the  Fair  Grounds  to  con- 
tinue their  inspection  of  the  va- 
rious exhibits  and  will  be  provided 


New  Fish  Rescue  Truck  Put  in  Service 


The  Fish  and  Game  Division  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment has  recently  received  and  put  into  operation  a  new  40-can  aerated 
fish  transport  unit  mounted  on  a  three-ton  truck  which  is  pictured  above. 
Known  as  the  Thuma  Live  Fish  transport,  these  units  are  in  use  by 
leading  Fish  and  Game  Departments  throughout  the  nation,  and  have 
been  very  successful  in  the  salvaging  of  fish  from  drying  streams,  barrow 
pits  and  lakes.  This  new  unit  will  supplement  one  other  small  fish  rescue 
truck  being  used  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Division  and  will  help  speed  up 
and    increase   the   fish    rescue   operations   of   the    Department. 


The  above  is  a  side  view  of  the  same  truck  showing  the  40  cans  for 
carrying  fish.  Twenty  cans  are  on  the  top  row  and  twenty  on  the  bottom 
row.  Water  in  the  unit  is  kept  at  uniform  temperature  and  in  constant 
circulation  assuring  safeiy  of  fish  while  in  transport.  The  unit  has  three 
independent  separate  methods  of  circulation,  insuring  no  loss  through 
breakdown. 


with  other  courtesies  then,  and 
will  leave  Shreveport  at  noon 
Saturday  or  shortly  thereafter  to 
return  to  their  homes. 

The  thirteen  Junior  Clubs  in  the 
state,  in  the  order  of  their  or- 
ganizing are :  Baton  Rouge  High 
School,  Baton  Rouge;  Covington 
Jr.  Wildlife  Club,  Covington;  Byrd 
High  School  Junior  Wildlife  Club, 
Shreveport;  Neville  High  School 
Junior  Wildlife  Club,  Monroe; 
Lake  Providence  Junior  Wildlife 
Club,  Lake  Providence;  Istrouma 
High  School  Junior  Wildlife  Club, 
Baton  Rouge;  Opelousas  Junior 
Wildlife  Club,  Opelousas;  Bolton 
High  School  Junior  Wildife  Cub, 
Alexandria;  Leesville  Junior  Wild- 
life Club,  Leesville;  Independence 
Junior  Widlife  Club,  Independ- 
ence ;  Loranger  Junior  Wildlife 
Club,  Loranger;  Ponchatoula  Jr. 
Wildlife  Club,  Ponchatoula;  and 
Maurepas  Junior  Wildlife  Club, 
Maurepas. 

The  Louisiana  Junior  Wildlife 
Clubs  are  sponsored  locally  by  an 
interested  adult  group,  and  are 
statewide  sponsored  by  the  De- 
partment of  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries, through  its  Division  of  Edu- 
cation and  Publicity. 


AGENTS  ON  JOB— 50 
SQUIRREL  HUNTERS 
NABBED  IN  AUGUST 

Fifty  arrests  for  shooting  squir- 
rels out  of  season  were  made  by 
enforcement  agents  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
during  August.  All  together  a 
total  of  180  arrests  were  made 
last  month  in  37  parishes. 

In  addition  to  squirrel  hunting, 
others  nabbed  were  charged  with 
angling  without  license,  using 
illegal  tackle  to  take  game  fish, 
hunting  at  night,  trapping-  with- 
out license,  etc. 

ILLEGAL   CRABS   ARE 
SEIZED   IN   RAIDS 

Enforcement  agents  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
have  seized  several  hundred  under- 
sized soft  shell  crabs  in  recent 
raids  on  wholesale  seafood  dealers 
and  storage  houses  in  New  Or- 
leans and  vicinity.  Charges  against 
these  dealers  for  possessing  under- 
ize  crabs  have  been  filed.  The 
legal  size  limit  of  soft  shell  crabs 
is  4%  inches.  Some  of  the  crabs 
confiscated  were  not  over  2  inches. 


Hunting   Season 
Gets  Under  Way 
Tuesday,   October   1 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
season  will  open  December  18  and 
continue  through  January  31.    Bag 
limit  on  Doves  is  10  and  possession 
limit  10. 

Opening  on  November  1st  in 
some  parishes  is  the  season  on  deer 
but  hunting  for  this  species  will 
vary  in  different  parishes  and  in 
some  parishes  the  deer  season  is 
closed,  so  hunters  are  requested 
to  check  carefully  on  the  dates 
for  hunting  deer  in  any  parish 
they  might  desire  to  hunt.  Police 
Juries  were  given  authority  by 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
to  set  their  own  seasons,  not  to 
exceed  45  days,  provided  these 
dates  were  between  November  1st 
and  January   10. 

The  duck  hunting  season  opens 
November  23rd  this  year.  Hunters 
of  ducks,  geese  and  coots  are  re- 
minded that  they  must  have  a 
federal  duck  stamp,  in  addition  to 
their  state  hunting  license.  These 
duck  stamps  cost  $1  and  are  on 
sale  at  all  postoffices. 

Hunters  are  also  reminded  of 
the  fact  that  a  new  regulation  in 
effect  this  year,  for  the  first  time, 
permits  them  to  possess  the  legal 
limit  of  resident  game  legally 
taken  during  open  season  up  to 
within  30  days  of  the  opening  of 
the  season  next  year.  This  does 
not  apply  to  ducks  and  geese  and 
other  migratoi-y  game.  The  legal 
possession  limits  of  migratory 
game  is  90  days  after  the  close 
of  the  season. 


DEPARTMENT  IS 
REPRESENTED  AT 
CONVENTIONS 

Important  discussions  pertaining 
to  wildlife  conservation  featured 
the  36th  annual  convention  of  the 
International  Association  of  Fish 
and  Conservation  Commissioners 
and  the  76th  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Fisheries  Society 
held  during  the  week  of  September 
9th  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  accord- 
ing to  Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery,  who  with  J.  C.  Le- 
Blanc,  assistant  enforcement  di- 
rector and  Dr.  James  N.  Gowan- 
loch,  chief  biologist,  represented 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  at  these  conventions. 

One  of  the  featured  speakers 
was  Dr.  Gowanloch  who  delivered 
a  paper  on  the  subject,  "Louisiana 
Coast,  Changing  Biological  Pat- 
tern". Commissioner  Montgomery 
also  took  part  on  the  program  as 
a  discussion  leader  on  the  subject 
of  ducks. 
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Police   Juries 
Urged  to  Act  on 
Deer  Seasons 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
nance  embodying  such  action  and 
publish  such  ordinance  in  theii 
parish  journal  for  four  consscu 
five  weeks  prior  to  the  opening  oi 
the  season  they  are  closing  oi 
curtailing. 

Another  new  provision  limits 
the  right  of  a  police  jury  to  close 
a  season  on  any  game  for  only 
one  year.  Heretofore  some  police 
juries  have  adopted  ordinances 
providing  for  closed  seasons  or. 
certain  species  of  game  for  as 
many  as  three  consecutive  years. 
Such  action,  if  deemed  necessary 
in  any  parsh,  must  be  taken  every 
year  for  the  year  in  which  the 
season  is  to  be  closed. 

Up  to  September  16th,  16  par- 
ishes have  taken  action  on  deei 
seasons.  These  actions  as  report- 
ed to  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  are  as  follows: 
Closed  Seasons 
The  following  parishe.-:  have  tak- 
en action  to  close  the  season  en 
tirely  on  deer  during  the  forth- 
coming season : 

Caldwell,  Allen,  Lincoln  and 
Claiborne. 

Deer   Seasons 
The  following  parishes  have  set 
their   deer   seasons   which   are    for 
the  following  dates: 

CONCORDIA:  November  15,  16 
and  17;  December  11,  12,  21,  22, 
23;  January  7,  8  and  9. 

EAST  CARROLL:  November 
1st  thru  November  19;  December 
12  thru  December  17;  December 
25  thru  December  31. 

RICHLAND:  November  1st  thru 
November  30th;  December  17th 
thru  December  31. 

VERMILION:  November  1st 
thru  December  14th. 

CALCASIEU:  November  11  to 
December  15th. 

BEAUREGARD:  November  11 
to  December   15th. 

VERNON:  November  15th  thru 
December  31st. 

ASSUMPTION:  November  3, 
10,  17  and  24th;  December  1st 
thru  December  31st;  January  1st 
to  January   10th. 

TANGIPAHOA :  November  1st 
thru  November  19th;  Week-ends 
November  23rd  and  24th;  Novem- 
ber 30th  and  December  1st;  De- 
cember 7th  and  8th;  December 
14th  and  15th;  December  21st  thru 
January   7th. 

JEFFERSON:  November  1,  2, 
3,  8,  9,  10,  11,  15,  16,  17,  22,  23, 
24  28,  29,  30;  December  1,  6,  7, 
8,'l3,   14,   15,  20,   21,  22,  24,  27, 


The    Lafourche   Sportsmen's   Club,   who   won    Governor   Davis's  trop 
showing   the   largest   percentage   increase   in   membership   last  year  a 


nd 
thin  the   Louisiana 


for  showing   the   largest   percentage   incre 

considered  one  of  the   most  active  sportsmen's  c.«w.,   

Wildlife  Federation  sponsored  Miss  Evelyn  Gaar,  shown  above,  for  queen 
of  Lafourche  Parish  to  represent  that  parish  at  the  South  Louisiana 
Sugar  Cane  Festival  to  be  held  at  New  Iberia  September  27,  28  and  29 
at  which  time  Louisiana's  Sugar  Queen  will  be  selected.  Miss  Gaar  is 
an  accomplished  angler.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Thibodaux  High 
School  Rifle  team  and  is  an  expert  shot,  and  she  is  an  ardent  member 
of  the    Lafourche   Sportsmen's   Club. 

Twenty-three  girls  representing  as  many  organizations  in  Lafourche 
Parish  took  part  in  the  contest  which  was  held  the  night  of  September 
11.  The  winner  who  was  selected  as  queen  of  Lafourche  Parish  was 
Miss  Dorothy  Bernard,  representing  the  VFW  (the  veterans  win  again). 
Anyhow,  while  Miss  Gaar  did  not  win  the  queen's  contest,  the  Lafourche 
Sportsman's  Club   still   consider   her  the  outdoor  queen  of  their  club. 


28,  29,  31;  January  1,  3,  4,  5,  6, 
7,  's,  9,  10. 

JACKSON:  November  18,  19, 
20,  24,  25,  26 — total  of  6  days. 

ASCENSION:  November  1  to 
January  10,  on  Friday,  Saturday 
and  Sunday  only  during  this  period 
of  time. 


TWO  PARISHES  SET 
LATER  DATES  FOR 
SQUIRREL  HUNTING 

Beauregard  and  Calcasieu  par- 
ishes have  adopted  ordinances  set- 
ting the  opening  dates  of  the 
squirrel  seasons  in  these  two  par- 
ishes as  November  1st  instead  of 
October  1st  which  it  will  be 
throughout  the  state.  Parishes 
have  the  right  to  curtail  seasons 
with  the  approval  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commissioner. 
The   season    on   squirrels   in   these 


two  parishes,  under  their  ordi- 
nances, will  be  from  November  1st 
to  January  15,  inclusive.  January 
15th  is  the  closing  date  throughout 
the   state. 


MADISON   PARISH 
PROPOSES   CLOSED 
SEASONS  ON  DEER, 
BEAR  AND  TURKEY 

The  Madison  Parish  Police  Jury 
is  proposing  adoption  of  ordinances 
to  close  the  season  entirely  this 
year  for  hunting  in  that  parish 
on  deer,  bear  and  turkey,  accord- 
ing to  information  received  from 
that  parish.  Such  action,  after  it 
has  been  approved  by  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commissioner, 
must  be  published  in  ordinance 
form  in  the  parish  official  journal 
for  four  weeks  prior  to  the  open- 
ing dates  of  such  seasons. 


Four  New  Junior 
Wildlife  Clubs 
Started  in  August 

Four  new  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs 
were  organized  in  the  month  of 
August,  bringing  the  total  number 
of  clubs  in  the  state  to  thirteen. 
Three  of  these  new  units  are  in 
Tangipahoa  Parish,  and  the  other 
in   Livingston  Parish. 

The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  clubs  organized  other  than  the 
Independence  Junior  Club,  which 
was  given  in  last  month's  issue  of 
Game,  Fur  and  Fish.  In  each  in- 
stance there  was  a  short  program, 
with  movies  of  hunting  and  fishing 
being  shown.  After  the  purposes 
and  objectives  of  the  clubs  were 
explained  by  W.  L.  Rather,  Super- 
visor of  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs  for 
the  Department  of  Wildlife  and 
Fisheries,  all  interested  boys  re- 
mained and  elected  their  officeis. 
The  Loranger  Junior  Wildlife 
Club  was  organized  Tuesday, 
August  27,  at  the  Loranger  High 
School  with  V.  E.  Smith  as  coun- 
selor, J.  C.  Atherton,  Assistant 
Counselor,  and  Jack  Autin,  Chair- 
man of  the  Senior  Adviser's  Com- 
mittee. Junior  Officers  elected 
were  J.  T.  Bahm,  President;  Fred 
Puis,  Vice  President;  Milford  Lee, 
Secretary;  Jimmie  Allen,  Treas- 
urer. There  were  approximately 
50  charter  members.  The  Loranger 
Club  is  being'  sponsored  by  the 
Tangipahoa  Sportsman  League. 

The  Ponchatoula  Junior  Wildlife 
Club  was  organized  Wednesday 
morning,  August  28  at  the  Poncha- 
toula High  School  with  J.  W.  Bates 
as  Counselor.  Members  of  the 
Senior  Adviser's  Committee  are 
Principal  W.  E.  Butler,  G.  L.  Wil- 
combe.  Dr.  Glenn  Scott,  Ned 
Richardson  and  Henry  J.  Lavigne. 
Junior  Officers  elected  were  Andy 
Rakocy,  President;  Huey  Beyl, 
Vice-President;  Paul  Tregre,  Sec- 
retary; Stribling  Berteau,  Treas- 
urer. There  were  sixty  charter 
members. 

The  Maurepas  Junior  Wildlife 
Club  was  organized  Wednesday 
afternoon,  August  28  at  the 
Maurepas  High  School  with  Prin- 
cipal Vernance  Lambert  as  Coun- 
selor. Junior  Officers  elected  were 
Loyd  Bencaz,  President;  Allen 
Brown,  Vice-President;  Thomas 
Dupuy,  Secretary;  Wesley  Fonte- 
not,  Treasurer.  Charter  members 
were  40  in  number. 

A  drive  to  organize  more  Junior 
Wildlife  Clubs  in  Louisiana  will 
get  under  way  this  Fall,  according 
to  present  plans.  Existing  clubs 
are  studying  various  projects  that 
have  been  recommended  to  them, 
including    the    use    of    compasses, 
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Last  Year's  Fur  Crop  Was  Record! 

Progress  Report  of  Fur  and  Refuge 
Division  Submitted  by  Director 

The  largest  recorded  fur  take'i' 
in  the  history  of  Louisiana  was 
the  1945-1946  fur  ciop,  according 
to  the  annual  report  submitted  by 
Armand  P.  Daspit,  director  of  the 
Fur  and  Refuge  Division  to  Luther 
S.  Montgomery,  Commissioner  of 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment. 

The  report  covers  the  period 
from  July  1,  1945  to  June  30  this 
year.  The  crop  included  8,337,411 
muskrats,  168,598  mink,  244,502 
raccoons,  90,433  opossums,  12,224 
skunks,  2,367  otters,  3,823  foxes, 
8,784  nutrias,  and  1,467  miscel- 
laneous pelts,  which  brought  a 
revenue  of  approximately  $15,- 
553,185  to  the  trappers.  Accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Daspit,  these  revenues 
would  have  been  much  gre.v.ter  had 
not  OPA  restrictions  been  placed 
on  furs. 

In  addition  to  the  fur  crops  of 
the  past,  the  report  pointed  out, 
was  added  that  of  the  nutria  or 
coypu,  a  new  fur  which  is  now 
being  produced  commercially  in 
Louisiana.  The  nutrias  were  the 
result  of  the  importation  of  six 
pairs  of  the  fur  bearers  to  Avery 
Island  six  or  eight  years  ago  by 
E.  A.  Mclllhenny. 

"Nutria,"  the  report  said, 
"seems  to  thrive  well  in  our 
marshes  and  should  in  the  next 
ten  years  exceed  in  value  the 
muskrat  take.  The  nutria  uses 
that  part  of  the  marshes  unin- 
habited by  the  muskrat.  The  nu- 
tria is  a  larger,  much  stronger  and 
a  more  rugged  fur  bearing  ani- 
mal." 

The  nutria  this  year  is  an  offi- 
cial member  of  the  fur  bearing 
family  of  Louisiana  fur-bearers 
and  was  so  recognized  by  an  Act 
of  the  1946  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, which  included  nutria 
among  the  protected  fur-bearers 
of  the  State  and,  in  addition, 
placed  a  severance  tax  of  10c  per 
pelt  on  each  nutria  trapped. 

Mr.  Daspit  stated  in  his  report 
that  he  is  planning  to  transport 
several  hundred  pairs  of  nutria  to 
Pass-a-Loutre  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
veloping that  state-owned  prop- 
erty as  a  fur  producer.  The  Pass- 
a-Loutre  marsh  is  not  t.  muskrat 
producing  area  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  nutria,  being  a  much 
stronger  and  rugged  animal,  would 
stand  the  ravages  of  the  high  tide 
from  the  Gulf  and  the  high  water 
of  the   Mississippi  River. 

The  nutria,  it  was  explained, 
thrives  on  the  coaser  grasses  and 
vegetation    in    the     marshes    and 
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uie  saie  oi  lurs  irom  cue  Liuce 
piuuuciiig  game  reiuges,  inaisn 
isiana,  ^i-ate  vvudliie  Keiuge  ana 
cne  KocKieiier  Keiuge.  uireccor 
jjaspit  also  reporiea  tnai,  every 
cent  clue  tne  biate  lor  tax  on  lur 
Dearing  animals  na^  Deen  couectea 
during  tne  past  six  years,  accord- 
ing to  the  auditor' s  reports. 

■■Just  Deiore  tne  trapping  sea- 
son Opens,'  tne  repOit  coniinuea, 
"trappers  are  seiectea  oy  our 
superintendents  and  they  and  tncir 
±amiiies  are  moved  out  on  tne 
reluges  and  given  trappers'  camps 
in  wnich  to  live  while  they  are 
trapping. 

•"vjur  superintendents  and  war- 
dens patrol  tnese  preserves  con- 
stantly to  see  that  there  are  no 
violations  while  the  trappers  are 
on  tne  refuges.  Trappers  are  not 
permitted  to  carry  firearms  on  the 
game  reiuges.  'ihe  iurs  trappea 
are  pickea  up  regularly  and  trans- 
pOiteO  Dy  boat  to  our  warehouse 
m  New  Iberia.  Our  warehouseman 
counts  and  grades  the  furs  and 
piles  them  in  lots  in  our  ware- 
house. 

■"After  the  furs  are  counted  and 
graded,  the  warehouseman  notifies 
the  New  Orleans  office,  who  in 
turn  circularizes  the  entire  fur 
trade  advising  them  of  the  number 
of  pelts  to  be  sold,  the  time  and 
place  of  sale.  The  furs  are  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder  for  cash. 

"After  the  sale,  complete  in- 
formation is  forwarded  to  the  New 
Orleans  office  where  tabulations 
are  made  and  bills  prepared  for 
the  trappers'  portion  of  the  furs 
sold.  The  trappers  receive  65  7i 
and  the   Department   35%." 

Director  Daspit  further  reported 
that  17  miles  of  ditches  have  been 
dug  on  the  Rockfeller  refuge  along 
the  northern  boundary.  These 
ditches  were  considered  necessary 
for  patrol  duty  and  posting  of  an 
inaccessible  portion  of  the  north 
line  of  the  Refuge. 

Two  keeper's  cottages  and  two 
garage  apartments  with  space  for 
two  cars  and  one  for  fur  storage 
have  also  recently  been  completed 
on  the  Rockfeller  Refuge,  one  on 
the  East  end  and  the  other  on 
the  West  end.  The  cottages  will 
permit  the  superintendent  and 
enforcement  agents  to  live  on  the 


DEPARTMENT  TO 

OPERATE  PUBLIC 

HUNTING  CLUB 

The  66,000  acre  public  shoot- 
ing area  located  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  known 
as  the  Pass-A-Loutrc  club  will 
be  operated  this  year  by  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment and  will  be  open  to 
the  public  for  hunting  of  mi- 
gratory waterfowl,  it  has  just 
been  announced.  Rules  and 
regulations  for  the  operation 
of  the  club  together  with  dates 
when  reservations  will  be  open 
and  other  details  will  be  an- 
nounced through  the  newspa- 
pers. 


property,  thereby  improving  its 
supervision.  Watch  towers  will  be 
built  at  the  rear  of  each  cottage 
for  viewing  the  refuge  through 
field  glasses.  The  location  of  the 
cottages  will  permit  the  superin- 
tendent and  enforcement  agents 
to  intercept  any  trespassers  and 
persons  engaged  in  bootlegging  of 
furs  by  land. 

Just  as  soon  as  lumber  is  avail- 
able, it  is  intended  to  build  15 
double  trapper's  camps  and  repair 
all  existing  camps  on  the  Rock- 
feller Refuge.  The  superinten- 
dent's cottages  at  Firman  on  the 
State  Wildlife  Refuge  and  Bird 
Island  Bayou  on  Marsh  Island 
have  been  repaired  and  painted. 
All  trapper's  camps  on  these  re- 
fuges are  being  repaired,  the  re- 
port stated. 

Prospects  are  bright  for  the 
forthcoming  trapping  season  which 
opens  November  20th  on  all  fur 
bearing  animals,  except  muskrat 
and  nutria.  The  season  on  musk- 
rats  and  nutria  will  open  Decem- 
ber 1. 


Alabama  Decides 
Against  Contest 
Of  Louisiana  Law 

The  State  of  Alabama  has  de- 
cided again.t  making  a  court  fight 
against  a  new  Louisiana  law 
passed  at  the  1946  session  which 
imposes  a  heavy  license  on  out- 
of-state   fishermen. 

Attorney  General  William  N. 
McQueen  of  Alabama  stated  that 
he  had  been  requested  by  Ben 
'Morgan,  Director  of  the  Alabama 
Conservation  Department  to  in- 
stitute legal  proceedings  after  ef- 
forts to  reach  a  reciprocal  agree- 
ment with  Louisiana  authorities 
failed. 

Asserting  that  he  did  not  think 
Alabama  had  "sufficient  interest 
to  warrant  filing  a  suit  against 
Louisiana",  the  attorney  general 
said  he  would  not  do  so  unless 
"the  governor  directs  me  to".  He 
expressed  doubt  that  such  pro- 
ceedings would  be  upheld. 

The  law  in  question  is  Act  210 
of  1946,  which  was  introduced  by 
Representative  Wooton  of  Plaque- 
mines Parish  and  others,  and  levies 
a  license  of  $200  on  out-of-state 
fishermen  and  $2,500  on  out  of 
state  fishing  boats  operating  in 
Louisiana  waters,  but  exempts 
States  having  reciprocal  agree- 
ments with  Louisiana.  Mississippi 
is  the  only  State  that  has  such 
an  agreement  thus  far.  The  Ala- 
bama Attorney-General  stated  thit 
Alabama  has  been  unsuccessful  in 
getting  such  an  arrangement  with 
Louisiana. 


DEER  HUNTERS  SHOULD 
CHECK  ON  DATES 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  deer 
season  dates  will  vary  in  the  vari- 
ous parishes  this  year,  deer  hunt- 
ers are  requested  to  check  on 
dates  before  going  out  deer  hunt- 
ing. 


Royal  Court  of  Shrimp  Blessing 


Above  Is  a  photograph  of  the  King  and  Queen  and  the  Royal  Court 
of  the  Morgan  City  Blessing  of  the  Fleet.  This  year's  King  was  John 
Santos  Carinhas  of  Patterson  and  the  Queen  was  Miss  Faye  Smith  of 
Morgan   City. 
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WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports   of   Arrests   and   Activities   of 
Wild   Life   Enforcement   Agents 


AGENTS  PARTICIPATING  IN 
AUGUST  ARRESTS 

Clifton  Ardoin  6 

Angelo    Benandi    1 

Lupton   Bergeron   - 4 

Joseph    Billiot    10 

Levert  H.   Bird  2 

Jack  Bates  11 

Ivy  Beard  6 

Chas.  Boudreaux  2 

Percy  Brossett 2 

John   Busalacchi 5 

Pierre   Babineaux 5 

Edw.  Carline 1 

Jas.  L.  Carroll  6 

Edgar  J.  B.   Clement 3 

Richard  Clement 4 

Ernest  Coats  — 6 

Fred  Cook 9 

Olney  C.  Coleman 4 

Mark  B.   Cooper  2 

G.  W.  Deloach  2 

Tom  Duck   6 

Dewey  L.  Fairar 4 

T.  H.  Forman,  Jr 6 

Jno.  W.  Gilbert 1 

Cecil    Gilmore    9 

Allen   Hawsey 2 

E.  B.  Head 3 

Clarence  Hood  10 

P.  F.  Huddleston  10 

Maurice    Huval 2 

Hardie  H.  Hodges  1 

Wm.  M.  Jones  8 

Wilfred  Landry  5 

B.  P.  LeBlanc 8 

Waldon  LeBlanc 2 

W.  J.  McCauley  4 

Jas.    R.    McFerrin    10 

Spencer  Maxwell  8 

R.  S.  Millikin  3 

Earl  Nugent  7 

Sam   Nunez   4 

Chas.  Olano  4 

Robt.  Pertuis 7 

Armand  J.  Petit  2 

W.  J.  Plattsmier 2 

Ben    Price    3 

P.   S.  Reardon  2 

Harry  Reno  8 

Geo.   Savario   3 

Lawrence  Sintes  16 

T.  W.  Stewart 2 

W.  R.  Stutson  2 

Allen  D.  Swayze 2 

Oliver  Taunton 4 

Frank  Trocchiano  5 

Earl  Vaught 1 

Chas.  Ventrella  7 

Paul   Voitier    21 

Hector   Waguespack  2 

L.  C.  Weaver 2 


PARISHES    IN  WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS  OCCURRED   DURING 
AUGUST 

Allen  Morehouse 

Assumption  Natchitoches 

Bienville  Orleans 

Caddo  Pointe  Coupee 

Caldwell  Rapides 

Catahoula  Red  River 

Claiborne  St.    Bernard 

Concordia  St.   Charles 

E.  Baton  Rouge  St.  James 

East  Feliciana  St.  John 

Evangeline  St.   Mary 

Grant  St.   Tammany 

Iberville  Tangipahoa 

Jefferson  Tensas 

Lafayette  Union 

Lafourche  Vermilion 

LaSalle  West   Carroll 

Lincoln  Winn 
Livingston 

TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED  DURING 

AUGUST 

Angling   Without   License 

Possessing  Undersize   Game   Fish 

Possessing  Undersize  Commercial 
Fish 

Commercial  Fishing  No  License 

Possessing  Over  Legal  Limit  of 
Game  Fish 

Using  Illegal  Tackle  To  Take 
Game  Fish 

Trawling  Shrimp  During  Closed 
Season 

Possessing  Undersize  Crabs 

Fishing  With  Explosives 

Hunting   At   Night 

Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl 
During   Closed   Season 

Hunting  Doves  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 

Hunting  Deer  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 

Hunting  Squirrel  During  Closed 
Season 

Hunting  Rail  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 

Hunting  Rabbit  During  Closed 
Season 

Camping  on  State  Preserve 

Hunting  Grosbecs 

Trapping  Without  License 

Killing  Song  Birds 

State  and  federal  wildlife  en- 
forcement agents  are  being  pre- 
pared for  a  busy  season  with  the 
opening  soon  of  hunting  for  mi- 
gratory game. 


Use  of  Dog  Is 
Recommended  as 
Wise  Conservation 

How  many  times  have  you 
grassed  a  bird  when  hunting  with- 
out a  dog,  and  searched  in  vain 
for  it — even  though  you  tram- 
pled down  enough  good  cover  to 
hide  a  dinosaur?  You  need  not  be 
in  the  black  alders  of  Pennsylvania 
searching  for  a  lost  grouse  or 
woodcock,  or  in  the  sawgrass  duck 
marshes  of  Louisiana  hunting  for 
a  cripple,  to  need  the  services  of 
a  dog.  Tens  of  thousands  of  game 
are  lost  yearly  simply  because  man 
is  not  endowed  with  the  olfactory 
senses  of  a  retriever  -or  bird  dog, 
and  because  he  does  not  have  such 
help  to  aid  him  in  finding  his 
game. 

i^es — take  him  hunting.  Thinl 
of  the  fine  dogs  "that  remain  at 
home  to  play  on  the  hearth  with 
mechanical  squeaking  rubber  mice, 
simply  because  the  Boss  Man  is  too 
cussed  to  take  him  along  on  a 
hunting  trip.  We  offer  as  an 
excuse  that  the  pooch  is  not 
trained.  How  in  the  name  of  all 
that  is  Holy  can  he  ever  be  trained 
if  he  is  not  taken  out?  The  lowliest 
cur  in  the  land  can  find  more 
fallen  game  than  a  man,  with  only 
a  minimum  of  encouragement.  He 
just  happens  to  be  made  that  way. 

Using  a  dog  is  a  conservation 
measure.  We  haven't  a  single  bird 
in  America  to  spare  if  only  part  of 
us  take  our  legal  quota  of  them. 
Unfortunately  the  laws  of  the  land 
allow  us  as  many  cripples  as  we 
care  to  leave  in  the  field.  All  that 
counts  is  the  ones  we  retrieve. 

Use  a  dog,  you  will  not  regret  it. 
You  will  have  a  never-complain- 
ing companion  to  enjoy  your  out- 
ing with  you.  The  birds  you  shoot 
will  be  brought  to  bag — this  may 
mean  the  difference  between  suc- 
cess and  failure.  You  will  leave 
breeding  stock  for  another  year, 
and  game  for  another  spoi-tsman. 

When  you  di-ag  your  weary 
bones  to  your  couch  at  the  end  of 
the  hunting  day,  and  relive  the 
moments  of  that  wonderful  outing, 
you  will  have  a  feeling  of  deep 
satisfaction.  You  will  not  wonder 
where  in  the  blazes  that  gorgeous 
bird  went  that  fell  almost  under 
your  nose — nor  need  you  attempt 
to  decide  how  a  giant  goose  could 


New  System  of 
Reporting  Arrests 
Is  Inaugurated 

A  new  system  of  reporting  ar- 
rests of  violators  of  Louisiana's 
fish  and  game  laws  has  been  in- 
augurated by  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department,  it  has  been 
announced  by  Commissioner  Lu- 
ther S.  Montgomery.  The  purpose 
of  this  new  move  is  to  keep  the 
public  better  informed  on  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  enforcement  division 
of  the  Department  and  to  throw 
the  spotlight  of  publicity  on  those 
who  violate  the  fish  and  game 
laws. 

Names  of  persons  in  each  parish 
who  are  charged  with  conservation 
law  violations  will  be  furnished 
newspapers  in  that  locality.  Fol- 
low-up information  will  also  be 
made  available  to  local  newspapers 
-bowing  disposition  of  such  cases 
in  their  courts.  In  addition  local 
sportsmen  groups  in  each  parish 
will  be  furnished  the  same  infor- 
mation. This  new  system  was  in- 
augurated this  month  when  local 
stories  were  sent  to  parish  news- 
papers giving  information  on  the 
arrests  made  in  their  localities 
during  the  month  of  August. 

During-  the  past  month,  enforce- 
ment agents  of  the  Department 
made  a  total  of  180  arres'ts 
throughout  the  state.  Squirrel 
hunters  attempting  to  "jump"  the 
season  which  legally  opens  Octo- 
ber 1st  found  enforcement  agents 
everywhere  as  50  arrests  for 
shooting  squirrels  out  of  season 
were  filed.  Squirrel  hunters  were 
apprehended    in    21    parishes. 

Orleans  parish  led  the  state  in 
the  number  of  conservation  ar- 
rests in  August  with  20,  most  of 
which  concerned  violations  of  sea- 
food laws.  Next  came  Morehouse 
parish  with  15  arrests.  Also  high 
on  the  list  of  parishes  where  vio- 
lations were  charged  were  Jeffer- 
son, St.  Mary,  St.  John,  St. 
Charles,  Livingston,  East  Baton 
Rouge,  Lincoln  and  Grant. 


escape  in  an  almost  barren  corn- 
field. You  will  have  your  birds, 
they  will  not  be  wasted  to  the 
predators  and  lost  forever  to  the 
use  of  man.  You  will  sleep  well  and 
not  be  haunted  by  unpleasant 
memories — and  that  is  how  a  hunt- 
ing trip   should   end. 
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FROM  moss  THE  EDIfORS  DESK 


BY 


Abandoned  Otters  Find  New  Home 


Most  good  publications,  it  seems,  have  columnists.  Since  the 
Louisiana  Game,  Fur  and  Fish,  considered  by  many  to  be  a  good  pub- 
lication, didn't  have  a  columnist,  we  have  decided  to  fill  that  need,  and 
so  here  it  is.  .  .  .  At  the  outset,  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that 
the  views  and  opinions  that  may  be  expressed  in  this  column  from  time 
to  time  are  those  of  the  editor  of  this  publication  and  not  necessarily 
the  official  opinions  of  the  Department  unless  it  is  so  stated. 

Hunting  licenses  were  a  little  late  in  going  on  sale  this  year  due 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary  to  embody  in  them  quite  a  number  of 
changes  made  by  the  Legislature,  but  every  sheriff's  office  has  them 
now  and  brisk  sales  are  reported  everywhere.  Last  year  more  than 
162,000  hunting  licenses  were  sold,  it  was  the  first  season  after  the 
war's  end,  and  everybody,  it  seemed,  wanted  to  get  out  and  hunt.  In 
view  of  curtailed  migratory  seasons  and  other  factors,  whether  we 
reach  last  year's  mark  in  hunting  licenses,  is  difficult  to  predict  at 
this  time. 

Law  enforcement  at  its  best  was  never  and  never  will  be  a 
popular  job,  with  many  people.  It's  a  tough  job  and  you  can't  or  are 
not  supposed  to  please  everybody.  Therefore,  when  a  group  of  people 
try  to  do  a  good  job  and  work  hard  at  it,  it  is  somewhat  dishearten- 
ing when  unjustified  criticism  comes  along.  Constructive  criticism 
is  good  for  everybody,  but  some  criticism  is  not  in  that  class  and  some 
people  like  to  criticize  just  to  be  doing  it.  Starting  from  practically 
nothing,  you  might  say,  and  with  only  a  handful  of  capable  men  just 
a  few  years  ago,  the  enforcement  agency  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department  has  gradually  been  built  up  until  today  it  is  recog- 
nized and  respected  in  many  places  in  Louisiana,  and  a  majority  of 
the  sportsmen  of  the  State  believe  that  the  Department  is  doing  a  good 
job  in  enforcing  the  fish  and  game  laws. 

Other  States  have  their  problems,  too.  Minnesota,  for  example, 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  outstanding  conservation  states  in  the 
country.  Its  Conservation  Department  and  its  enforcement  section 
are  considered  among  the  nation's  finest.  A  recent  issue  of  the  Minne- 
apolis Tribune  tells  the  story  of  widespread  illicit  killing  of  deer  and 
the  sale  of  deer  meat  in  black  market  throughout  the  State.  The 
Minnesota  Conservation  Department,  with  its  fine  and  well  trained 
enforcement  staff,  has  been  unable  to  control  the  situation,  but  is 
working  hard  at  it. 

Frank  Blair,  game  and  fish  director  of  Minnesota,  stated 
that  extra  game  wardens  are  being  sent  into  the  big  woods  to  try  to 
catch  the  market  operators,  but  that  protests  develop  if  wardens  are 
sent  from  one  area  to  protect  game  in  another.  That  sounds  familiar. 
He  also  said  that  his  department  was  handicapped  because  of  a  limited 
warden  force  and  because  game  poachers  were  operating  over  a  large 
area.    That  also  sounds  familiar. 

Duck  hunters  are  trying  to  figure  out  ways  and  ways  of  making 
a  week's  hunt  pay  dividends  without  getting  involved  with  game  agents, 
both  federal  and  state.  One  such  hunter  came  to  us  with  his  problem 
the  other  day.  He  was  making  plans,  he  said,  to  go  duck  hunting  for 
one  week,  and  wanted  to  know  what  the  bag  limit  is.  We  told  him 
seven  ducks  a  day.  He  wanted  to  know  how  many  ducks  he  could 
bring  back  with  him  from  a  week's  hunt.  We  told  him  the  possession 
limit  is  14,  or  two  days'  bag  limit.  He  said  that  in  hunting  for  a  week 
he  could  probably  bag  more  than  that  number  of  ducks  and  wanted  to 
know  how  he  could  work  out  some  way  to  bring  back  more  than  14 
ducks.  We  told  him  that  he  came  to  the  wrong  department  in  trying  to 
get  help  on  such  a  problem. 


While  scouting  around  in  the  marshes  near  their  camp  on  Lake 
Catherine  last  June,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Trahan  came  across  two 
baby  otters  who  apparently  had  been  abandoned  or  strayed  from  their 
nests.    The   pair  of   otters   were   about   five   days   old   at   the   time. 

Taking  them  to  their  camp,  the  Trahan's  provided  a  home  for  the 
otters  and  raised  them  on  a  bottle.  They  were  about  three  months  old 
when  the  pictures  above  were  taken  by  a  staff  photographer  of  the  Loui- 
siana Game,  Fur  and  Fish,  and  now  they  are  eating  full  grown  meals 
of  fish   and   crabs. 

The  otters  are  completely  tame.  They  are  penned  up  at  night  but 
in  the  day  time  they  are  let  loose  to  go  about  as  they  please,  but  always 
return   when    night   falls. 

In  the  above  picture  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trahan  are  shown  holding  the 
otters.  In  the  picture  in  the  center  one  of  the  otters  is  standing  up  to 
grab  a  fish  (not  shown  in  the  picture)  about  to  be  given  him  for  his 
meal. 

The  Trahan's  have  obtained  a  permit  from  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department,  as  required  by  law,  to  keep  and  raise  these  otters. 

This  story  would  not  be  complete  without  mentioning  the  names  of 
these  valuable  fur-bearers.  Oh,  yes,  they  have  names!  One  is  called 
Clark   Gable  and  the  other  is  Greer  Garson! 


WEBSTER  SPORTSMEN  MAKE 
DRIVE  FOR   NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Webster  Parish  Wildlife 
Association  is  now  conducting  a 
drive  for  new  members  and  hopes 
to  obtain  500  members  before  its 
drive  is  completed.  Its  1945  mem- 
bership was  300  and  500  is  the 
goal  for  this  year. 

Walter  White,  president  of  the 
Webster  group,  in  announcing 
plans  for  the  membership  drive, 
stated  that  the  association  has 
found  that  where  members  are 
active  and  take  a  part  in  the  work 


of  sportsmen  groups  there  are  few 
game  violations. 

Ed  Kleinegger,  vice-president  of 
the  organization,  has  been  put  in 
charge  of  the  membership  drive. 


The  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment plans  to  have  an  inter- 
esting exhibit  on  fish  and  game  at 
some  of  the  fairs  this  year.  Al- 
ready booked  is  the  Tangipahoa 
Parish  Fair  at  Independence  and 
the  Louisiana  State  Fair  at  Shreve- 
port. 


Part  of  the  shrimp  fleet  which  took  part  in  the  1946 
Fleet  ceremony  held  in  Berwick  Bay  at  Morgan  City 
More  than  two  hundred  boats  of  all  types  participated 
colorful   religious  ceremony,  which  yearly  attracts  nation- 


Blessing  of  the 
September  1st. 
in  this  annual 
wide  attention. 
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Plan  Nation-Wide 
Conservation 
Education  Meet 

Plans  are  under  way  to  revive 
and  reorganize  the  National  Con- 
ference of  Conservation  Education 
and  Publicity,  which  has  been  in- 
active during  the  war.  This  or- 
ganization comprises  education, 
publicity  and  public  relations  offi- 
cials of  State  Conservation  and 
Fish  and  Game  Departments 
throughout  the  nation. 

A  nation-wide  meeting  of  these 
officials  is  being  planned  to  be 
held  sometime  this  year  in  the 
State  of  Michigan.  The  Michigan 
Conservation  Department  through 
C.  A.  Paquin,  chief  of  its  Division 
of  Information  will  be  hosts  to 
the  gathering  at  the  Michigan 
Training  School  located  in  noith- 
ern  Michigan. 

On  a  committee  to  plan  the 
program  and  arrange  for  the  re- 
vival of  the  National  Conference 
of  Conservation  Education  and 
Publicity  is  Leo  A.  Luttringer,  Jr., 
Chief,  Division  of  Information, 
Pennsylvania  Game  Commission, 
Miss  Juanita  Mahaffey,  Director 
of  Public  Relations,  Oklahoma 
Game  and  Fish  Commission,  C. 
A.  Paquin,  Chief,  Division  of  In- 
formation, Michigan  Conservation 
Department,  and  Isaac  D.  Chap- 
man, Director,  Division  of  Educa- 
tion and  Publicity,  Louisiana  Wild- 
life and  Fisheries  Department. 


CHIEF  BIOLOGIST 
MAKES  IMPORTANT 
STUDIES  IN  SEPT. 

Imioortant  conferences  and  stu- 
dies pei'taining  to  control  of  ob- 
jectionable water  plants  have  been 
made  during  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber by  Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch, 
chief  biologist  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department.  Dr. 
Gowanloch  visited  Norris  Dam  at 
Norris,  Tenn.,  where  he  conferred 
with  officials  of  the  Tennessee 
Valley  Authority,  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  the  Fed- 
eral Agricultural  Department  and 
other  authorities  with  reference  to 
techniques  employed  in  the  con- 
trol of  objectionable  plants  in  the 
TVA  area.  He  particularly  in- 
vestigated methods  used  in  dust- 
ing plant  control  chemicals  by 
airplane  to  determine  whether 
such  work  might  be  feasible  in  the 
fight  against  water  hyacinths  in 
Louisiana. 

The  Chief  Biologist  also  attend- 
ed the  conventions  of  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Game  and 
Fish  Commissioners  and  the  Amer- 
ican Fisheries  Society  held  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  delivered  a  paper 
before  the  assembly. 


Hunters  Asked  To 
Observe  Simple 

Safety  Rules 

With  squirrel,  rabbit  and  dove 
hunting  soon  to  attract  Louisiana 
nimrods  and  other  gunning  sea- 
sons appioaching,  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department  reminds 
spoitsmen  to  observe  the  follow- 
_ng  ''Ten  Commandments  of  Hunt- 
ing Safety" : 

1.  Treat  every  gun  with  the 
respect  due  a  loaded  gun.  This 
is  the  cardinal  rule  of  gun  safety. 

2.  Carry  only  empty  guns,  taken 
down  or  with  the  action  open, 
into  your  automobile,  camp  and 
home. 

3.  Always  be  sure  that  the 
barrel  and  action  are  clear  of  ob- 
struction. 

4.  Always  carry  your  gun  so 
that  you  can  control  the  direction 
of  the  muzzle  even  if  you  stumble. 

5.  Be  sure  of  your  target  be- 
fore you  pull  the  trigger. 

6.  Never  point  a  gun  at  siny- 
;hing  you  do  not  want  to  shoot. 

7.  Never  leave  your  gun  un- 
xttended  unless  you  unload  it  first. 

8.  Never  shoot  at  a  flat,  hard 
surface  or  the  surface  of  water. 

9.  Never  climb  a  tree  or  a  fence 
with  a  loaded  gun. 

10.  Do  not  mix  gunpowder  and 
alcohol. 


LOUISIANA 

EDITORSVIEWS 


(From    the   Ruston   Leader) 

One  of  the  important  repoi'ts 
relating  to  Louisiana's  natural  re- 
sources is  that  of  the  Department 
of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries,  just  is- 
sued. It  is  an  especially  signifi- 
cant document  because,  as  the 
first  biennial  report  of  the  recently 
formed  department,  it  shows  how 
a  public  body  can  operate  profit- 
ably. The  report  says: 

"Actual  revenues  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1945,  which 
includes  severance  tax  fro  m 
gravel,  sand,  shell,  oysters  and 
shrimp,  and  sales  of  various  li- 
censes, such  as  angling,  hunting, 
trapping,  various  commercial  li- 
censes and  miscellaneous,  amount- 
ed to  $701,608.09.  Our  actual  ap- 
propriation for  the  same  period, 
including  $15,000  in  state  funds 
For  Pittman  -  Robertson  federal 
wildlife  projects  amounted  to 
f;571,000  .  .  .  This  means  our  total 
revenue     during'    the     fiscal    year 


ending  June  30,  1945,  has  ex- 
ceeded our  appropriations  from 
the  state  for  that  period  by  $130,- 
608.09." 

Of  course,  these  figures  do  not 
mean  that  the  division  of  wildlife 
and  fisheries  has  become  a  money- 
making  institution,  except  as  its 
revenues  may  be  employed  in  fur- 
thering its  own  purposes,  but  they 
do  indicate  a  wholesome  situation 
in  the  program  for  developing  one 
of  the  natural  resources  of  the 
state.  Revenues  derived  from  the 
activities  will  naturally  go  to  fur- 
thering the  program,  which  has 
only  had  a  beginning  in  the  first 
two  years  operation  of  the  divi- 
sion. 

Protection  and  expansion  of  its 
wildlife  and  fisheries  spell  greater 


returns  to  Louisiana,  commercially 
and  recreationally.  Just  how 
much  that  means  is  reflected  in 
the  comprehensive  program,  which 
contemplates  six  important  under- 
takings: (1)  Control  of  the  water 
hyacinth  affecting  approximately 
75  per  cent  of  the  parishes  of  the 
state;  (2)  predator  control;  (3) 
enlarged  fish  rescue  and  fish  re- 
stocking activities;  (4)  enlarged 
program  of  wildlife  and  fisheries 
education  and  public  relations; 
(5)  enlarged  enforcement  pro- 
gram; (6)  establishment  of  public 
shooting  grounds  in  various  parts 
of  the  state  to  be  used  for  propa- 
gation of  inland  game  such  as 
quail,  deer  and  turkey,  and  for 
managed  hunting  of  this  game 
and  migratory  wildfowl. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  WILD  LIFE  AND  FISHERIES 

1946-1947  LOUISIANA  GAME  LAWS 

SEASONS   AND    BAG    LIMITS 

DAILY         SEASON 
RESIDENT  GAME  OPEN  SEASON  BAG  BAG 

-*^— ~»  (Inclusive)  LIMIT  LIMIT 

♦Deer    (Bucks    only) Nov.  1-Jan.     IL                   1                   2 

Bear     Nov.  1-Jan.       115 

Rabbit     Oct.  1-Mar.      1          No  limit     No  Limii 

Squirrel Oct.  l-.Ian.     15                 10               120 

Chipmunks    Oct.  1-Jan.     15                 10               120 

Quail    Dec.  1-Feb.    20                 15               120 

Turkey  Gobblei-  April  1-April  15                    1                    1 

Wild  Turkey  Hen.  Swans, 
Marsh  Hen,  Ringnecked 
Pheasants,  Upland  Plover, 
and  Golden  Plover No  Open  Season 

-Police  Juries  shall  fix  the  deer  season  by  ordinance  in  their  respective 
parishes   any   time   between   dates   shown,    season   not    to   exceed   45   days. 

Legal  possession  limits  of  resident  game  may  be  possessed  up  to  within 
30  days  of  the  opening  of  the   following  season. 

DAILY 
MIGRATORY   WATERFOWL       OPEN  SEASON  BAG        POSSESSION 

(Inclusive)  LIMIT  LIMIT 

••Ducks Nov.  23-Jan.       6                   7                  14 

***Blue    and    Snow    Geese.... Nov.  23-Jan.       6                   4                    4 

Canada.  Hutchin's  (Richard- 
son's), White-Fronted  or 
Speckled    Belly    Geese No  Open  Season 

.\mer.    and/or    Red-Breasted 

Mergansers   Nov.  23-Jan.       6                 25           No  limit 

Coots   (Poule-d'Eau) Nov.  23-Jan.       6                 25                 25 

Doves  Oct.  1-Oct.  15; 

(Split   Season) Dec.  IS-Jan.     31                 10                  10 

Rails   and  Gallinules Sept.  15-Dec.     15                 15                 15 

Woodcock Dec.  15-Dec.    29                   4                   8 

Tacksnipe  Closed  Season 

Hours  for  shooting  migratory  game:  One-half  hour  before  official  sunrise 
to  one  half  hour  before  sunset.  Use  of  bait  and  live  decoys  prohibited.  Legal 
limit  of  migratory  game  may  be  possessed  90  days  after  close  of  season. 
Hunters  of  ducks  and  geese  must  have  a  federal  duck  stamp  attached  to  their 
state  hunting  license.  Duck  stamp  can  be  obtained  from  Postoffices  for  $1.00. 
Use  of  rifles,  or  guns  larger  than  10  gauge,  or  guns  capable  of  holding  more 
than    3    shells    prohibited.     Hunting    Licenses    on    sale    at    all    sheriff's    offices. 

*"  Daily  bag  limit  on  ducks  (except  American  and  Red-breasted  Mergan 
sers)  is  7  in  the  aggregate  of  all  kinds,  including  in  such  limit  not  more  than 
1  wood  duck.  Any  person  at  any  time  (except  opening  day)  may  possess  not 
more  than  14  ducks  in  the  aggregate  of  all  kinds  (not  including  American  and 
Red-Breasted   Mergansers),  but  not   more  than   1    wood  duck. 

*•  Daily  bag  limit  on  blue  and  snow  geese  four  in  the  aggregate  or  singly. 
Possession  limit   four  in   the  aggregate   or   singly. 

Report  all   violations   to  your  nearest  Wild  Life   Enforcement   Agent. 

DAILY    SEASON 

TRAPPING  OPEN  SEASON       TRAP      TRAP 

(Inclusive)  LIMIT  LIMIT 


Mink.  Otter,  Skunk,  Raccoon. 

Opossum     .-—,.? Nov.     20- Jan.    ^0 

Muskrat   and   ISTCitria Dec.       1-Feb.    15 

Beaver     ! No   Open    Season 

Wolf,   Panther,    Coyote,    Fox, 

and  Wild  Cat  No  Closed   Season 


250 
250 


No  Limit 
No  Limit 


